
Phonics at St Anne’s Infants’ 
School



Why do we teach Phonics?

Learning to read through phonics 
supports most children to be 
confident and fluent readers who 
can read a wide variety of texts 
with enjoyment. 

Phonics teaches children decoding 
knowledge and blending skills to 
tackle new words.



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

In our 2023 Year 1 Phonics Screening Check, 85% of 
pupils passed the check, above the national average of 
79%

real words non-words



What happens in daily lessons?
Daily lessons are 30 minutes long

Review previous learning

Alphabet Chant

Read GPCs



What happens in daily lessons?

Review previous learning                                 Use the partner practice book

Stretch and Read Green Words

Read Red Words



What happens in daily lessons?

Teach new learning                                    Use the partner practice book

Read Red Words

Use ‘say-spell-say’

Introduce New GPC



What happens in daily lessons?

Teach new learning

Say It Fast (oral blending)

t – r – ai – n 

r – ai – n – i – ng 

Break it down (oral segmenting)

plain             p   l  ai  
n



What happens in daily lessons?

Teach new learning                                    Use the partner practice book

Stretch and Read Green Words

Write Words and Sentences (stretch and count)

nails            n  ai  l       __________
s



Fully decodable Shared Readers

Our daily reading lessons in Reception and Year 1 are 30 minutes long.



Shared Reader 1: Tap Tap Tap



Shared Reader 40: Highland Summer



How can I help at home?

Phonics Homework Daily Reading (or 3 times a week) Writing Practice



Success for All guidance: 
• Advice on how to support your child which you can read on our Parent Portal: 

https://parents.fft.org.uk/tips-for-home-reading/

St Anne’s login details are: 

https://parents.fft.org.uk/

Passcode: mob6px

• Watch videos on the Parent Portal of how to pronounce the GPCs

• Use the alliterative phrases to support your child in practising the GPC

• Practise reading the Shared Readers at home

• Also share other exciting books for pleasure and allow them to hear others read.

• Saying pure sounds is important 

• some sounds stretch e.g. m, n, r

• some bounce e.g. b, p. 

• say them softly and say a word that begins with the sound to help. 

• try to avoid a big ‘Uh’ sound at the end

https://parents.fft.org.uk/tips-for-home-reading/
https://parents.fft.org.uk/


What should I do if I am worried about my 
child’s Phonics or Reading?

1. Access guidance and videos through the Success for All Parent Portal

St Anne’s login details are: 

https://parents.fft.org.uk/
Passcode: mob6px

2. Speak to your child’s class teacher

3. Follow guidance for supporting at home, including reading bedtime stories to your child 
and encouraging your child to read to you

https://parents.fft.org.uk/


Glossary of Terms

• GPC: a grapheme phoneme correspondence is a sound that is matched to one or more written 
letters: /a/ /ai/ /ay/.

• Phoneme: the sound a letter makes
• Grapheme: the written representation of a letter
• Digraph: a GPC that consists of two letters, making one sound
• Trigraph: a GPC that consists of three letters, making one sound
• Green Words: decodable words that can be read by recognising GPCs and blending them together 
• Stretch and Read: break the word into GPCs and blend them together 
• Red Words: tricky words which means they have parts that are not decodable and need to be 

memorised
• Break it down: orally segment a word into phonemes. Count the phonemes on your fingers.
• Say it Fast: Orally blend phonemes together to say the word



Why did we chose Success for All as our validated 
Phonics programme?
• In winter 2020, the Department for Education decided it was important that schools 

used a validated phonics programme

• Known as a systematic, synthetic phonics programme, or SSP for short. 

• FFT Success for All Phonics was validated by the DfE in July 2021.

• SFA has a strong basis in cooperative learning, with regular partner work

• Includes matched reading books that allow pupils to embed their taught Phonics

• Frequent opportunities for teacher to model reading and writing to pupils

• A focus on vocabulary, exposing children to a wider range of text types and broader 

language.

• A high ambition programme that encourages fluency, expression and comprehension in 

reading from the start of Reception.


