
Year 1 Phonics!



What is Phonics?
• Recognising the sounds that individual letters make.

•Identifying the sounds made by different letter combinations 
(e.g. oo, sh, ur).

•Blending these sounds from left to right to read a word.

•Using these skills to decode unfamiliar words when reading or 
listening.



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

• All year 1 children are expected to 
take part in the Phonics Screening 
Check.

• This will be in the week beginning 
8th June 2026. 

• The check consists of 40 words 
that the children will need to 
decode and read. 

• Words are a mix of real words and 
‘alien’ words. 

• The check with be taken out in a 
quiet space 1:1 with a teacher. 



Key Vocabulary used in phonics:
• GPC- Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence 

• Phoneme- the sound of the letter

• Grapheme- how the letter is written

• Digraph- 2 letters that make 1 sound. ai, sh, ur, oy

• Trigraph- 3 letters that make 1 sound. igh, air, ear

• Green word- decodable words

• Red words (High Frequency words)- words that are not 

undecodable. by, you, are, people, your

• Blending- putting the sounds into words. 

• Segmenting- breaking the word into sounds. 



What happens in 30 minute daily lessons?



Fully decodable Shared Readers

Our 30 minute daily reading 
lessons in Year 1. 
These are matched to the children's 
assessment level. 
We teach then decoding skills, prosody and 
fluency. 
We also use comprehension to assess if the 
children have understood what they have read. 



How can to help at home?

Phonics Homework Daily Reading (or 3 times a week) Writing Practise/ Handwritring

Year 1s are not expected to write words with 
sounds they have not learnt yet. A big push from 
the Government is children's handwriting. 

The books that go home with your child 
are at their correct reading level, this 
should enable them to read independently 
and proudly. They are also at their correct 
level of understanding.


