
Terminology Meaning 

GPCs- Grapheme 

Phoneme Correspondence 

The relationship between the written letter or 

letters, and their corresponding sound.  

Phoneme A phoneme is the single sound you hear in a word.  

 

Grapheme A grapheme is the written letter or group of letters 

that represents a single sound (phoneme) in a word.  

Digraph A digraph is a grapheme made of two letters that 

represent one sound.  

e.g. sh, ch, ai, ow 

Trigraph A trigraph is a grapheme made of three letters that 

represents a single sound.  

e.g. igh, ear, air 

Split Digraph A split digraph is a special type of digraph where 

two letters work together to make one long vowel 

sound, but the letters are separated by a consonant. 

It usually changes a short vowel into a long vowel.  

e.g. o-e, a-e, e-e, i-e, u-e 

Green words Decodable words that can be read and written using 

known GPCs. 

Red Words (Common 

Expectation Words) 

Non- decodable words that need to be learnt to 

read from sight.  

Break it down Orally segmenting (breaking) a word into the 

phonemes they hear. 

Say it fast Orally blend (put together) phonemes to say a word.  

Stretch and Read Segment written words into phonemes and blend to 

read the word. 

Stretch and Write Preparation for word writing. Segment heard words 

into phonemes. Represent phonemes with a finger in 

order to count how many phonemes are in a word. 

Sound buttons Support for segmenting and blending words for 

reading- add a dot for a single sound and a line for 

digraphs and trigraphs.  

 


